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Strategic Ocean Funding Initiative (SOFI) Workshop Report 
 

 The First International Phytoplankton Taxonomy 
Workshop 

 

Plymouth, 6-17 July 2009 

 
Organising Partners 

The Marine Biological Association (MBA), Plymouth, UK 
Sir Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science (SAHFOS), Plymouth, UK 
University of Birmingham, UK 
 
Location  

Marine Life and Environmental Sciences Resource Centre, The Laboratory, Citadel 
Hill, Plymouth, UK 

 
Organising Group 

R K Pipe and M Jutson (MBA, UK) 
C M Taylor and J Finlayson (SAHFOS) 
B Leadbeater (University of Birmingham) 
 

Participating speakers and senior researchers  

Prof. Carmelo Tomas (University of North Carolina, USA) 
Dr Diana Sarno (Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Napoli, Italy) 
Prof Linda Medlin (Observatoire Oceanolgique de Banyuls-sur-mer, France) 
Dr Barry Leadbeater (University of Birmingham, UK) 
Dr John Day (Scottish Association for Marine Science, UK) 
Dr Alison Taylor (University of North Carolina, USA & MBA)  
Dr Richard Pipe (MBA) 
Dr Gerald Boalch (MBA) 
Dr Tony Walne (SAHFOS)  
Melvyn Dodd (Carl Zeiss Limited, UK) 
Terry Sloane (Planet Ocean,UK) 
 

Participating students 

UK ï 10 students from University of Oxford; (Heather Bowman) University of East 
Anglia (Amandine Caruana), Cefas (Cheryl Crisp, Oliver Williams);  PML (Emma 
Crow, Paul Rooks); FRS (Sheila Frazer, Guillaume Hermann); SAMS (Elenor 
Martin); SEPA (Sascha Kloepper) 
 
Croatia - 1 student from University of Zagreb (Sunsiça Bosak) 
France ï 2 students from Roscoff (Fanny Leroy, Fabienne Rigaut-Jalabert) 
Germany ï 1 student from IFM-GEOMAR (Jasmin Franz) 
Portugal ï 1student from University of Lisbon (Carlos Rafael Mendes) 
America ï 1 student from Dauphin Island Sea Lab (Lucie Novoveska) 
Australia ï 2 students from CSIRO (David McLeod, Anita Slotwinski) 
South Africa ï 1 student from CSIR (Johan Van der Molen) 
Chile ï 1 student from Instituto de Fomento Pesquero (Ximena Vivanco) 
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Report 
 
The number of experts in phytoplankton taxonomy is diminishing.  Therefore, a 
workshop on taxonomy was proposed to highlight the importance of identification 
skills and crucially, to improve the expertise of young researchers in this field. 
 
The First International Phytoplankton Taxonomy Workshop was organised by 
SAHFOS, the MBA and the University of Birmingham to improve the present 
taxonomic knowledge of scientists working on phytoplankton.  
 
The workshop was limited to twenty student delegates working within marine 
ecology.  We were overwhelmed with applications, with over 150 people expressing 
an interest in attending. 
 
Applications for support from The NERC Strategic Ocean Funding Initiative and The 
British Ecological Society were successful.  The British Phycological Society and The 
Challenger Society supported the attendance of various students. 
 
The workshop sessions comprised a mixture of presentations and laboratory work 
with an emphasis on practical microscopy skills.  The student participants worked in 
various sized groups with advice and guidance from the speakers, organising group 
and other SAHFOS and MBA staff.  
 
Samples used for training (live and fixed material) were from a variety of sources.  
These included; preserved tow-net samples collected locally during the last 12 
months; fresh tow-net samples; living cultures from the MBA Culture Collection.  
Some lecturers also brought interesting material from their own institutions. 
 
Workshop sessions included training in: 

 microscopy techniques  

 taxonomy & identification of diatoms, dinoflagellates, marine flagellates  

 isolation, culturing & enumeration techniques 

 molecular classification & techniques  

 species of special interest (HABôs & Coccolithophorids)  

 cryopreservation 

 
Feedback 
 

The responses from feedback forms distributed to student participants were very 
positive.  The delegates enjoyed the course and were complimentary about the MBA 
and SAHFOS and appreciated the amount of effort put in by the organisers.  
 
Specific comments from students included:  
 

 ñThis is the third taxonomy course Iôve done and the most enjoyable by far! Very 
organised, very friendly and all the staff were extremely approachable.  Thank you all 
very much, I think I learned a lot and enjoyed it tooò 
 

ñMy overall evaluation of the course is excellent.  I would definitely recommend it to 
other colleagues in the futureò 
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ñThe organisation, the food, the material provided, everything was just so perfect.  
Especially if you think of the fact that this workshop was held the first timeò 
 

ñI think the various tutors have been very well chosen.  Each of them seemed to be a 
passionate specialist in their specific areaò 
 

ñTaxonomy is so complex that it is difficult to achieve completely all objectives in two 
weeks.  So, this workshop is excellent with a high level of expertise, a very good 
course to improve our knowledgeò 
 

ñI hope you can reduce the cost of the course to make it more accessible.  There is 
not a lot of workshop on phytoplankton and it would be great that it become more 
commonò 
 
Suggestions from students included:  
 

ñA flip chart in the lab to draw features or better still, a microscope linked to a large 
screen to point out to everyone the main featuresò 
 

ñIf you could post the preliminary timetable online prior to the courseò 
 

ñIn future, encourage the participants to bring their own samples and share them 
among themselvesò 
 
 
 

Participants, Speakers and Organisers of the  
1st International Phytoplankton Taxonomy Workshop 
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Practical Sessions & Lectures 
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