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Annex 6. NERC Funding Categories

NERC allocates its funding in ten major categories which span the entire range of its mission, reflecting the full diversity of
what must be done in order to sustain a healthy environmental science base. Note that the published version of this funding
framework (NERC, 2003) has not yet been amended to reflect Full Economic Cost support arrangements; and that
Category 5 includes the direct costs of strategic research supported in NERC Research Centres (as ‘directed’ research
programmes), with associated staff costs covered under Category 3. Under FEC, the distinction between Categories 3 and
5 is of less importance.

Enduring activities Funding Title of Category Purpose
NERC supports Category
Long-term 1 Strategic Data and To support a proportion up to 100% of full direct costs
underpinning base for Knowledge (including core staff) of survey, mapping, long-term
the environmental observation, data management and closely interdependent
sciences R&D upon which scientific research programmes will draw.
2 Shared Services To support a proportion up to 100% of full direct costs
and Facilities (including core staff) of shared services and facilities
accessible to the whole NERC user community.
skilled people 3 Research Centre To support a proportion of core scientific staff costs in NERC
Capability Research Centres (HEI dual support analogue), together with
enabling funds, plus specific funds to support other key
aspects of ‘national capability’ in these Research Centres.
4 Training To support Studentships and Fellowships (excludes normal
staff development programmes for NERC staff)
Research (53 Research To support direct marginal costs of research programmes
Programmes and (‘blue skies’ and directed) on the same cost basis across all
exploitation of new NERC delivery mechanisms. Subject to open competition,
knowledge apart from defined circumstances.
6 Knowledge To promote translation of outputs from research programmes
Transfer (new knowledge, technology, methods) into new products and
services in the economy (innovation).
8 Specialist Major To support major infrastructure that would otherwise distort
Infrastructure normal running costs; major “ring fenced activity” undertaken
in line with Government policy (e.g. Antarctic infrastructure;
Earth Observation subscriptions).
9 Major Capital For new capital investment in support of Categories 1 - 8
Projects above (e.g. new buildings, research vessels).
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with the purpose of that category.

relevant to stakeholders.
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